VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE EDUCATION DEPT. OF THE HENRY VILAS ZOO

FALL/WINTER/SPRING – THRU THE MIDDLE OF JUNE
     In order to be an education volunteer during the school year, you must be 18 years of age or older, and have at least one morning free during the week (Monday – Friday).  Most of our school programs are given in the mornings, starting at 9:30 or 10:00 am, and last about 45 minutes.  Most of the schools that visit have enough kids that we give two programs each morning, and sometimes more than that.

     If you are able to volunteer one morning a week, here are the Day Coordinators (the people to contact about coming in on that day, and observing some programs):

a. Monday:  Meg Bowden  241-0240  (cell = 608-220-3568)  bowdenm@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu
b. Tuesday:  Jim Bly  274-3799  (cell = 608-669-6118)  jimdolphinman@att.net
c. Wednesday:  Don Kasper  837-3260

d. Thursday:  Pat Greathead  834-9494  (cell = 608-692-3920)  patherbs@verizon.net
e.   Friday:  Pat Giesfeldt  839-4882  (cell = 608-334-3432)  giesfeldt@co.dane.wi.us
Rick Bilkey, the Education Curator, has a training session in the early Fall, and then again in the early Spring, since we change programs for May and June.  If you have missed the training session for the semester you will be volunteering, you can still call or email the Day Coordinators, and let them know that you’d like to come in and observe a program.  They will be glad to help train you on whatever animals we are currently using for programs.

     While there are some times during the school year that afternoons and weekends will need education volunteers, most of our volunteer work is done during the week.  If you work or have classes then, it might be better if you waited until the summer, and volunteered with our Animal Ambassador program.

SUMMER – ANIMAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM  

     This would be an opportunity to volunteer on your own time schedule, as you can do this on weekends or anytime during the day, until the zoo closes at 5:00 pm.  There will be some training sessions in the Spring and early Summer on how to use our artifact carts, and how to present the information to the zoo visitors.  Animal Ambassadors take an artifact cart out onto the grounds of the zoo, sharing the information on them with the public.  You can do this for an hour, or an afternoon – depending on the weather and your schedule.  We have an Endangered Species Cart, a Polar Bear Cart, a Bird Cart, a Reptile/Amphibian Cart, and Big Cat cart, and a Marine Mammal Cart, and we’re working on some other ideas for different carts.  (Ruth Meier trains people on the Polar Bear cart when she’s here on Wed. mornings.  If you’re interested in that cart, let me know, and I’ll contact Ruth for you.)  These carts are kept in the back of the Discovery Center, and can be used once you have had some training with me.  For more information about this, please email me at giesfeldt@co.dane.wi.us

    Thank you for asking about volunteer opportunities in the Education Department of the Henry Vilas Zoo.  If you have more questions, or would like to discuss this further, please email Pat at giesfeldt@co.dane.wi.us.    

